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Preface

Since 1970, over 9 million couples have used Together for Life to plan
their weddings in the Catholic Church. That number accounts for nearly 80
percent of Catholic marriages in the United States during the last four de-
cades. The booklet’s author, Fr. Joseph Champlin, a priest of the Diocese of
Syracuse, wanted to strengthen and support Catholic marriages, and he be-
lieved that involving couples directly in planning for the liturgical celebration
of their weddings was a good place to start. While taking a primary role in
this planning is commonplace for engaged Catholic couples today, in 1970 it
was quite a bold idea.

In addition to using Together for Life for selecting readings, prayers, and
blessings for the wedding itself, many couples have used the booklet when
meeting with a priest, deacon, or lay parish minister to prepare for living the
Sacrament of Marriage.

You now join the
millions of couples who
have used Together for Life
to prepare their Catholic
weddings. The hope and
spirit of the book re-
main the same as they
have always been, while
new elements have been
added to better serve
Catholic couples today.
The changes in this new
edition began in conver-
sation with Fr. Champlin
before his death in 2008

The Church recognizes that each of you is a unique
individual and, together, form a unique couple.
Consequently, it hopes you will actively plan and
participate in a nuptial ceremony that will be dis-
tinctly your own, while still following a pattern
standard for all Catholic weddings

Joseph M. Champlin
Together for Life, 1997

and incorporate many new voices. Contributors now include priests, dea-
cons, lay theologians, and pastoral leaders from around the country who
remain deeply committed to the sacramental life of the Church, and many of
them to their own Catholic marriages.

with a little work from both of you, your wedding ceremony will be a
wonderful event for you as a couple, for your families and friends, and for the
Church, which carries a deep hope and profound desire that your marriage
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blooms and flourishes as a sign of God’s love in and for the world. Thank
you for sharing your wedding day with the Church and for your witness of
faith as you begin this wonderful new stage of your lives.

Peter A. Jarret, C.S.C.



Using This Booklet

Planning your wedding day can seem like a daunting task, involving (as it
does) a large number of people and a seemingly endless array of details. Often,
in the midst of making plans for the reception, flowers, dresses, tuxedos, photo-
graphs, travel arrangements, and on and on, the wedding liturgy itself can begin
to feel like “just one more thing” to do. But in truth your wedding ceremony is
the central part of your big day. It is a sacred celebration meant to express your
faith in God and your love for each other. Itis, in fact, what makes you married—
legally, publicly, and in the eyes of the Church.

When you exchange your vows you publicly proclaim your unending love
for each other and your intention to remain together for life. By doing so, the
love you received as a gift from God becomes a gift to the whole Church and to
the world. When the Church says marriage is a sacrament, it means that your
visible love and faithfulness to each other become a witness and an effective
sign of God’s love and care for all people. Your marriage is a sacramental sign
not just to each other, to family and friends, or to the Church but also to the
entire world.

With the help of Together for Life you will experience planning your wed-
ding liturgy as a labor of love—one that draws you more deeply into the mys-
tery of God’s love. In that way, your own faith in God and in each other will be
expressed in the prayers, readings, and blessings you select, and your wedding
liturgy will be a wonderful beginning to your married life.

In the following pages, you will find a list of frequently asked questions
with brief answers: an outline of the three forms of the Rite of Marriage; and
step-by-step instructions for choosing from the prayers, scripture readings,
and blessings available to you.

Begin by reading through the frequently asked questions and their brief
answers on pages 3-9. Some questions will not pertain to you, but many likely
will. This chapter of Together for Life will help answer questions regarding is-
sues such as which of the three forms of the Rite of Marriage you should use and
whether your best man and maid/matron of honor need to be Catholic.

Together for Life is laid out in a way that explains each section of the wed-
ding liturgy, from your entrance into the church as bride and groom to your re-
cessional as husband and wife. In various sections you are given options from
which to choose. You will see this symbol ¢33 at the beginning of each of
these sections so that you can easily see where you are asked to make a choice.
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As you make each decision, record it on the selection form found at the back
of this booklet or at togetherforlifeonline.com. Record each choice using
both the letter-number code you see in the heading for each prayer, reading,
or blessing and the page number on which your selection is found. Once you
have completed your selection form, pass it on to the priest or deacon who
will preside at your wedding.

There are three forms of the Rite of Marriage: the Rite for Celebrating Marriage
Outside the Mass, the Rite for Celebrating Marriage During the Mass, and the Rite
for Celebrating Marriage Between a Catholic and an Unbaptized Person. The priest
or deacon helping you plan your wedding will guide you in choosing which
form of the rite is most appropriate for your wedding. If you use either the Rite
for Celebrating Marriage Outside Mass or the Rite for Celebrating Marriage Between
a Catholic and an Unbaptized Person, you will not use pages 93-96 of this book-
let, which pertain only to weddings celebrated during Mass.

If you will be using the Rite for Celebrating Marriage Between a Catholic and
an Unbaptized Person, you will be directed on page 90 to move ahead to page
107 so that you can make your selections for the concluding parts of your
wedding ceremony. Look for this boxed note:

s When using the Rite for Celebrating Marriage Between a Catholic and an
Unbaptized Person, please turn to page 107 for the conclusion of the ceremony.

If you will be using the Rite for Celebrating Marriage Outside Mass, you
will be directed on page 92 to move ahead to page 97 and then from page
101 to page 103. Look for these boxed notes to direct you:

When using the Rite for Celebrating Marriage Outside Mass,
please turn to page 97 for the Nuptial Blessing.

When using the Rite for Celebrating Marriage Outside Mass,
please turn to page 103 for the Concluding Rite.

The appendices at the end of this booklet offer information on celebrat-
ing a marriage between a Catholic and a person who is not Catholic; hav-
ing a marriage blessed or convalidated by the Church; incorporating cultural
and ethnic traditions into your wedding; and keeping your love strong. All
of these topics and many more are also addressed at togetherforlifeonline
.com. As you begin building a vibrant marriage, we urge you to visit the site
and become part of the dynamic community of engaged and newly married
couples in the Catholic Church.



Frequently Asked Questions about the
Celebration of Catholic Weddings

My fiancé and I hear the wedding ceremony being called different things.
Which is correct: ceremony, liturgy, or liturgical celebration?

Any of these terms is accurate. Ceremony has a more universal mean-
ing and can obviously apply to both a civil and a church wedding. A liturgy
or liturgical celebration is quite exclusively a religious event. The word liturgy
comes from a Greek term meaning “the work of the people.” We use it in the
Catholic Church to define our communal and regulated worship. By regulated
we simply mean that Church laws and guidelines determine what can and
cannot be done during these public times of worship.

vYou will also see the word rite used frequently in this booklet. That term
is used to define an established set of ritual words and actions that we use
for particular liturgical celebrations in the Church. All of the sacraments, for
example, are celebrated using specific rites that have been written and for-
mally approved for use in the Church.

We live in separate cities. Is it okay if one of us makes all the
arrangements?

While it makes sense to divide up responsibilities for many of the details
that go into your wedding day, it is important that you plan your wedding lit-
urgy as a couple. You should choose the readings, prayers, vows, blessings,
and music together. You can both obtain a Together for Life booklet, so that
you can plan the liturgy together even if you are far apart.

Can our wedding take place outdoors, in my parent’s home, or at a
restaurant?

Catholics are required to celebrate their wedding in a Catholic Church,
before a priest and two witnesses. If the bride or groom is not Catholic and
you wish for the wedding to take place in his or her church, or at some other
location, that is possible only with special permission of your home diocese.
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It is important to work through your local parish so that the requirements
for the Catholic person are fulfilled.

Only one of us is Catholic. Can we still have Mass?

Yes, but it is worth thinking carefully about this. The Church says
that when either the bride or groom is not Catholic, the Rite for Celebrating
Marriage Outside Mass should be used. The wedding ceremony should
be as inclusive as possible, and if having a Mass means that one of you
cannot receive Communion, or if there will be a large number of non-
Catholics present at the liturgy, it may be more appropriate to use this
form of the rite. You can certainly use the Rite for Celebrating Marriage
During Mass if you wish, as long as local norms permit it.

For more information on marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic, please
see appendix A (pages 110~112).

Is the wedding still a sacrament if there is no Mass?

Yes, if both partners are baptized Christians. The free exchange of
consent (vows) between a baptized man and a baptized woman makes
the sacrament, not the act of doing so within the context of a Mass. The
Rite for Celebrating Marriage Outside Mass is just as valid a celebration of the
sacrament as the Rite for Celebrating Marriage During Mass.

I know that we can be validly married in the Catholic Church, even
though my fiancé has never been baptized. What will be different
about our wedding ceremony?

The Rite for Celebrating Marriage Between a Catholic and an Unbaptized
Person is similar to the other two forms of the marriage rite but it will not
contain language that pertains to sacrament, since only someone who is
baptized can receive the sacraments. There will be prayers, readings, a
blessing, and—most importantly—the exchange of consent or vows. As
you work through this booklet, you will see notes directing you to the ap-
propriate pages, if you will be using this form of the Rite of Marriage.

For more information on marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic, please
see appendix A (pages 110-112).



Frequently Asked Questions about the Celebration of Catholic Weddings

Will our non-Catholic family and friends be able to receive
Communion if we do have Mass?

The Catholic Church understands the reception of Holy Communion to
be the preeminent sign of unity among Christians. Unfortunately, divisions
still exist within the church, and as a result of these divisions, inter-commu-
nion is not permitted. If one of you is not Catholic, and if there is going to
be a large percentage of non-Catholics at your wedding, it is suggested that
you do not have a Mass so that the issue of who may receive Communion
and who may not does not become a source of disunity at your celebration.

For more information on this question, please see “A Pastoral Note on
Intercommunion” in appendix A (pages 111-112).

Can the ordained minister from my fiancé’s church have a role at
our wedding?

Yes, with some restrictions. Take up the question with the priest or
deacon who will preside at your wedding. In short, you must have one
person who officially witnesses your marriage or receives your consent
(vows), for legal reasons of both state and Church. In other words, your
priest and your fiancé’s minister or pastor cannot “coofficiate” using the
Catholic rite, nor can they each celebrate their own ritual at your wedding.
A minister from another church may proclaim a scripture reading, give an
exhortation, or pray a blessing at a Catholic wedding, so long as he or she
has been invited to do so by the pastor of the Catholic parish.

Do our best man and maid/matron of honor both have to be Catholic?

No. According to the Canon Law of the Church, you need two wit-
nesses in addition to the presider. You do not specifically need one man
and one woman, and the witnesses do not need to be baptized. They do
need to understand what is going on and so must have reached the age of
reason and be in full control of their reason. For example, if one or both
of your witnesses are intoxicated or otherwise impaired, they may not fill
this role.

How many people should be involved in our wedding liturgy?

The Rite of Marriage requires the bride and groom, a priest or deacon,
and two witnesses (usually your best man and maid/matron of honor) be
present. In addition to those essential participants, you will want to have
one or more readers and a cantor and/or a musician to lead singing. You
may also include others such as groomsmen and bridesmaids, although




Together for Life

only the two official witnesses are necessary. You do not need a flower
girl or ring bearer, but they may also be included, provided they are old
enough to undertake the role you are giving them. Sometimes ushers are
used to help seat your guests when they arrive at the church, and if you
are having a Mass, you may need people to bring forth the bread and wine
and others to serve as Communion ministers.

Do we have to sing?

It has been said that singing is praying twice! You do not have to sing,
but music and sung acclamations and responses add a great deal to the
liturgy. There is likely a parish music director or another staff person who
can assist you in choosing music that will help and not hinder your cel-
ebration. It is a good idea to check with your parish before hiring musi-
cians on your own since many have policies about who can play music
and what music is permissible.

Can we choose any songs we want for our wedding?

The music chosen for your wedding should be sacred in nature. Many
popular songs, while well known, are inappropriate for a religious service.
The Church has a very rich tradition of beautiful hymns and other music
from which you can choose what pieces you wish to use at your wedding.

Where do we find musicians for the ceremony?

Check with the parish where your wedding is taking place. If the par-
ish staff does not include music ministers, they will often help you find
musicians.

We’ve seen a variety of entrance processions at weddings. Is there
a particular way we have to do this? What about the recessional?

The Rite of Marriage calls for the bride and groom to be welcomed
by the presiding priest or deacon at the doors of the church, similar to
how we begin a baptism or a rite welcoming those who want to join the
Catholic Church. When this occurs, some couples choose to greet guests
at the church entrance as a simple act of hospitality. If this greeting by the
priest is omitted, the entrance procession begins the liturgy. The Rite of
Marriage says only this about the processional:

If there is a procession to the altar, the ministers go first, fol-
lowed by the priest, and then the bride and the bridegroom.
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According to local custom, they may be escorted by at least
their parents and the two witnesses. Meanwhile, the en-
trance song is sung.

—Rite of Marriage, #20, #40

This directive places the couple last in the procession in order to em-
phasize their primary role in the celebration of the sacrament. The bride
and groom confer the Sacrament of Marriage on each other and as equals
assume shared responsibility for this lifelong commitment.

There are of course more common ways to arrange the entrance pro-
cession that are permissible, as long as they conform to local guidelines.
Your parish contact can tell you what is permissible and help you deter-
mine what is most appropriate for your wedding. Other options include
having bridesmaids and groomsmen come in as couples, with the bride
and groom also processing as a couple and their parents preceding them.
Or perhaps the bride is accompanied by her parents and the groom by his.
A father walking his daughter down the aisle to be given away was a fitting
action long ago but may not be suitable for you.

May we use readings that are not in the Bible?

The Rite of Marriage calls for the use of particular scripture readings
as the primary way that God speaks to us about the nature and meaning
of the sacrament. Poems and other readings not found in the Bible may
not be used for your wedding liturgy. There are a large number of options
available in scripture for you to use at your wedding. They are present-
ed in this booklet along with brief commentaries beginning on page I5.
vou will be asked to choose one reading from the Old Testament (pages
15-33), a Responsorial Psalm that is usually sung (pages 35-41), a sec-
ond reading from one of the New Testament letters (pages 43-65), and a
Gospel reading (pages 69-85).

May non-Catholics proclaim the readings during the liturgy?

If you choose to use the Rite for Celebrating Marriage Outside Mass, then
yes. However if you are having Mass, then a Catholic should proclaim the
readings. In either situation, the readers should be trained in the ministry,
well coached ahead of time in the church, and given time to practice with
the microphone that will be used on your wedding day.
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Who can be eucharistic ministers?

The distribution of Communion is a sacred moment in the liturgy. It is
best if the ministers of Communion you select have been trained for this
ministry in their own parish.

Do we have to memorize our vows? Can we write our own vows?

Although the wedding liturgy that you celebrate belongs to you, it
also belongs to the whole Church. While your vows are deeply personal,
they are not private. Rather, they are public expressions of your love and
faithfulness. Couples are not free to write their own vows, but may choose
from options found on pages 88-89. Some priests or deacons ask couples
to memorize the vows, while others do not.

Do we have to write our own intercessions?

You do not, butit is possible to write your own intercessions or use
one of the forms given in this book, depending on the liturgical norms of
your parish and diocese. This is a question to which the priest or deacon
who will preside at your wedding can best respond. Many couples start
with one of the intercessions provided in this booklet and add names of
deceased family members or friends to it. You may also add particular in-
tentions that might be appropriate given your individual circumstances or
a particular season of the year. Guidelines for composing your own inter-
cessions—should you be free to do so—can be found at togetherforlife
online.com.

May we light a unity candle?

The unity candle is not part of the Rite of Marriage. The symbolism of
“two becoming one” that the unity candle is meant to signify is already
present with your exchange of vows and the blessing and exchange of
rings. Many parishes ask that if you desire a unity candle, it be used at
the rehearsal dinner or reception instead. As is the case with all customs
that are not part of the official rite, it is best to speak about this with the
priest or deacon who is presiding at your wedding. See page 114 for more
information.
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Can we light a candle or do something in memory of a deceased
parent?

Honoring those you love who cannot be present at your wedding is a
fitting thing to do. For those who have a deceased parent or loved one, a
candle lit in their memory or a special flower placed in the church is ap-
propriate. It is also common to include a special remembrance of deceased
loved ones in the General Intercessions.

Talk over your options for a memorial during the ceremony with the
priest or deacon who will preside at your wedding.

Should we take flowers to a statue of Mary?

Although this custom is not part of the Rite of Marriage, many couples
who have a devotion to Mary want to take a moment before the conclusion
of the liturgy to offer prayers to Mary as they begin their life together. Mary
is a wonderful model of how we are to live out our faith and trust in God.
Couples will often bring a flower to the statue of Mary in the church and
offer prayers asking for her intercession. This ritual usually takes place at
the end of the ceremony, before the final blessing. You may also be able to
choose a Marian hymn such as the “Ave Maria” to be sung during this time.
Check with parish guidelines about what options are available to you.

Do we need a program or worship aid?

While it is not necessary, a program or worship aid can be helpful for
your guests by providing musical refrains, prayer and reading responses,
and an outline of the order of the ceremony. A handout will be especially
helpful for those in attendance who are not familiar with Catholic liturgy.
For information about reprinting the scripture readings visit usccb.org/
bible/permissions.

Do we have to go to confession before our wedding?

One of the best ways for Catholics to prepare spiritually for their wed-
ding day is to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation (ie, go
to confession). This may be a big step, especially if you have not been to
confession in some time, but it is well worth talking this possibility over
with the priest, deacon, sponsor couple, or other marriage preparation
contact at the parish. Making time to examine your Christian commit-
ments in confession, prior to accepting your new role in the Church as a
married person, is a wonderful way to experience the healing, forgiveness,
and grace Christ offers you.



Three Forms of the Rite of Marriage

During Mass

Entrance Rite

Welcome
Procession
Collect

Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament
Responsorial Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Homily

Rite of Marriage

Introduction and
Questions of Intent
Consent (Exchange of Vows)
Blessing and Exchange of
Rings
General Intercessions

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Altar
Eucharistic Prayer
Lord's Prayer

Nuptial Blessing

Sign of Peace
Communion

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rite

Solemn Blessing
Recessional

Outside Mass

Entrance Rite

Welcome
Procession
Collect

Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament
Responsorial Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Homily

Rite of Marriage

Introduction and
Questions of Intent
Consent (Exchange of Vows)
Blessing and Exchange of
Rings
General Intercessions
Nuptial Blessing

Conclusion

Lord’s Prayer and Blessing
Recessional

10

Between a Catholic and an
Unbaptized Person

Welcome
Procession
Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament
Responsorial Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Homily

(When appropriate, a single reading may
be used instead of the usual three )

Rite of Marriage

Introduction and
Questions of Intent
Consent (Exchange of Vows)
Blessing and Exchange of
Rings
General Intercessions
Nuptial Blessing

Conclusion

Lord's Prayer and Blessing
Recessional



Entrance Rite

The Entrance Rite begins the wedding liturgy and may start with a wel-
come by the priest or deacon. Often it simply begins with a procession from
the entrance of the church to the altar by the ministers, those in the wedding
party, and the bride and groom, who may be escorted by their parents. After
all arrive in their places, they make the sign of the cross. The priest or dea-
con may greet everyone at this point if this did not happen earlier and then
he calls them to prayer. Next he prays aloud the Collect (cél-lect). Please
refer to the FAQ on page 6 for more information about choosing a form of
procession.

Collect

The Collect serves to gather the assembled community together in prayer.
It helps unite all present in a bond of spiritual friendship and focuses their
attention on the liturgical activity about to take place.

Please choose one of the following prayers and record it on your selection form, using
the letter-number coding that appears as the heading of each prayer.

Al
Be attentive to our prayers, O Lord,
and in your kindness uphold
what you have established for the increase of the human race,
so that the union you have created
may be kept safe by your assistance.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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A2

A3

A4

O God, who in creating the human race

willed that man and wife should be one,

join, we pray, in a bond of inseparable love

these your servants who are to be united in the covenant of
Marriage,

so that, as you make their love fruitful,

they may become, by your grace, witnesses to charity itself.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Be attentive to our prayers, O Lord,

and in your kindness

pour out your grace on these your servants (N. and N.),
that, coming together before your altar,

they may be confirmed in love for one another.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

O God, who consecrated the bond of Marriage
by so great a mystery

that in the wedding covenant you foreshadow
the Sacrament of Christ and his Church,
grant, we pray, to these your servants,

that what they receive in faith

they may live out in deeds.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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AS

A6

A7

Grant, we pray, almighty God,

that these your servants,

now to be joined by the Sacrament of Matrimony,
may grow in the faith they profess

and enrich your Church with faithful offspring.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

O God, who since the beginning of the world
have blessed the increase of offspring,

show favor to our supplications

and pour forth the help of your blessing

on these your servants N. and N,

so that in the union of Marriage

they may be bound together

in mutual affection,

in likeness of mind,

and in shared holiness.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Father,

when you created mankind

you willed that man and wife should be one.
Bind N. and N.

in the loving union of marriage

and make their love fruitful

so that they may be living witnesses

to your divine love in the world.

We ask you this

through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.



Liturgy of the Word

In the seripture readings proclaimed during Catholic weddings, we hear
of God’s steadfast love for his people and of our call to make the whole of
our lives a response to that love. It is a love story that began at creation and
culminated in the death and resurrection of Jesus, God’s only beloved Son.
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, the love of God poured out for us is made
visible in the world. It is a love to which you will bear witness through the
love you share as husband and wife.

After the scripture readings are proclaimed, the priest or deacon will
deliver a homily based on the readings and on the Church’s theology of
marriage. The purpose of the homily is to help everyone present better un-
derstand the Word of God in the context of the celebration of marriage.

Choosing Your Readings

It is customary for the bride and groom to choose one reading from the
Old Testament, a Responsorial Psalm, a reading from the New Testament,
and a reading from the Gospels. Before the Gospel is read, an Alleluia or
Gospel Verse is sung. For the Psalm and Alleluia, you will likely work with
your parish music director to learn which settings are available to you. To
assist you in better understanding and selecting your readings, each scrip-
ture passage is followed in this booklet by a brief commentary called “The
Word Brought Home.”

Read through these selections and the commentaries that follow them. Choose
one that you want used for your wedding and indicate your choice on the selection
form, using the letter-number combination that appears in the heading for the read-
ing. Also record the page number.

The number you see in parentheses is the lectionary number for that reading.
The lectionary is the book of scripture readings we use for liturgical celebrations.
This number will help your presider or his delegate mark the lectionary for your re-
hearsal and wedding.
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B1 Male and female he created them.
Genesis 1:26-28,31a
(801-1)

A reading from the Book of Genesis

Then God said:
“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
the birds of the air, and the cattle,
and over all the wild animals
and all the creatures that craw! on the ground.”

God created man in his image;
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them, saying:
“Be fertile and multiply;
fill the earth and subdue it.
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,
and all the living things that move on the earth.”
God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good.

The word of the Lord.
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The Word Brought Home

This reading from the book of Genesis
affirms what the two of you already know—
that the creative and procreative energy of
self-giving love is an incredible force for
good. People and institutions in every age
have believed the body, and sex in particu-
lar, to be a human frailty to be wary of, to
be dealt with only in hushed whispers, or to
be treated as explicitly evil. The two of you
certainly do not feel that way. Your love is
very special, a beautiful experience—prob-
ably the most wonderful thing that has hap-
pened so far in your life. Deep down you
must be thinking that anything so good
must come from God. And you are right.

People have been reading this bibli-
cal passage from Genesis for thousands
of years. The words and message are clear
enough—we came forth from God’s cre-
ative hand and are fashioned in the divine
image and likeness. God, who made our
minds, our hearts, and our bodies, finds us
and all his creation “very good.”

From the beginning God blessed man
and woman with the power of bringing

forth new life and the charge of being good
stewards of the earth. When as husband
and wife you cooperate with God to cre-
ate new life, a new person, you will do so
by sharing the most intimate parts of your-
selves: physically, emotionally, and spiritu-
ally. Maintaining a healthy, satisfying sex
life can be hard work, and it demands of
both spouses an ongoing commitment to
the good of the other and to the good of the
marriage. Parenthood can be even harder.
Family life requires patience, hard work,
and, above all, self-sacrificing love.

This reading from the story of creation
serves as a reminder that you do not face
this future alone. God who created you and
who invites you to share in the awesome
power of creating new life also promises to
stand by you. Be confident that the Lord
who is love and creator of all that is good
will be with you always and in every effort.
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B2 The two of them become one body.
Genesis 2:18-24
(801-2)

A reading from the Book of Genesis

The Lorp God said: “It is not good for the man to be alone.
I will make a suitable partner for him.”
So the Lorp God formed out of the ground
various wild animals and various birds of the air,
and he brought them to the man to see what he would call them;
whatever the man called each of them would be its name.
The man gave names to all the cattle,
all the birds of the air, and all wild animals;
but none proved to be the suitable partner for the man.

So the Lorp God cast a deep sleep on the man,

and while he was asleep,

he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
The Lorp God then built up into a woman the rib

that he had taken from the man.
When he brought her to the man, the man said:

“This one, at last, is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
This one shall be called ‘woman;’
for out of *her man’ this one has been taken.”

That is why a man leaves his father and mother
and clings to his wife,
and the two of them become one body.

The word of the Lord.
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The Word Brought Home

“This one, at last!” Adam cries out in
wonder and gratitude when God brings Eve
to him. Each of us probably felt something
similar when we realized we were com-
pletely in love with the person we wanted
to marry. What an awesome discovery to
find a person who—just like Adam en-
countering Eve—we knew to be a “suitable
partner” We felt so grateful and completely
alive. This was the one, at last!

In this reading and in the one imme-
diately preceding it, the biblical author
teaches us two important truths about
man and woman. The first truth is that men
and women are created equal as persons.
Together, in their maleness and femaleness,
they convey the full image of God.

In the second creation account, found
in Genesis 2:4-25, from which this read-
ing is taken, we learn the second, equally
great truth. Men and women are created as
different persons specifically as part of the
divine plan. They are made to be male and
female precisely so they can live for each
other in the totality of their lives and truly be
gifts to each other. Their differences, which
are rooted in their sexuality, serve to unite
them. Their differences are complementary,
certainly in a physical sense, but also in the
many ways that men and women relate as
equal and distinct persons.

In marriage, these two great truths—
the equality of persons and the necessity
of both sexes—together flourish as a foun-
dational part of God’s plan for humanity.
When Adam says that Eve is “bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh” he is using an
expression that, in effect, means “we are
made of the same stuff” In other words,

we are equal as human beings. But, at the
same time, Adam makes it clear that he has
discovered in the woman a different person
to whom he can “cling” and with whom he
can “become one body.”

Affirming these two truths about
equality and difference is fundamental to
finding happiness and true fulfillment in
married life. Why? Because expressing
them in concrete actions is what enables us
to make a complete gift of self to our spouse
and, at the same time, to receive our spouse
totally as a gift. This mutual giving and re-
ceiving is what you pledge in the wedding
VOWS.

Will you be a gift that keeps on giv-
ing once the wedding is over and the years
of married life begin to unfold? At times,
you will find it difficult to fully accept your
spouse as a gift and also to give yourself as
a gift. It is important to remember that, be-
cause God brought you together for a pur-
pose, he will surely give you the strength
to accomplish that purpose. In the years to
come, try to recall that moment when, like
Adam, you thought, “At last, this is the one
for me!” Hold fast to the joy of your discov-
ery and cherish each other.
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B3 In his love for Rebekah, Isaac found solace
Genesis 24:48-51, $8- 67 after the death of his mother.
(801-3)

A reading from the Book of Genesis

The servant of Abraham said to Laban:
“I bowed down in worship to the Lorp,
blessing the Lorp, the God of my master Abraham,
who had led me on the right road to obtain the daughter of my master’s
kinsman for his son.
If, therefore, you have in mind to show true loyalty to my master,
let me know;
but if not, let me know that, too.
I can then proceed accordingly.”

Laban and his household said in reply:
“This thing comes from the Lorp;
we can say nothing to you either for or against it.
Here is Rebekah, ready for you;
take her with you,
that she may become the wife of your master’s son,
as the Lorp has said.”

So they called Rebekah and asked her,
“Do you wish to go with this man?”

She answered, “I do.”

At this they allowed their sister Rebekah and her nurse to take leave,
along with Abraham’s servant and his men.

Invoking a blessing on Rebekah, they said:

“Sister, may you grow
into thousands of myriads;

And may your descendants gain possession
of the gates of their enemies!”

Then Rebekah and her maids started out;
they mounted their camels and followed the man.
So the servant took Rebekah and went on his way.

Meanwhile Isaac had gone from Beer-lahai-roi

and was living in the region of the Negeb.
One day toward evening he went out . . . in the field,

and as he looked around, he noticed that camels were approaching.

Rebekah, too, was looking about, and when she saw him,

she alighted from her camel and asked the servant,

“Who is the man out there, walking through the fields toward us?”
“That is my master,” replied the servant.
Then she covered herself with her veil.

The servant recounted to Isaac all the things he had done.
Then Isaac took Rebekah into his tent;
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he married her, and thus she became his wife.

In his love for her Isaac found solace

after the death of his mother Sarah.

The word of the Lord.

The Word Brought Home

The story of Isaac’s marriage to
Rebekah seems worlds apart from the way
most people in our part of the world think
about marriage. It is a story from the ancient
Near East, a world governed by rules about
clan, bloodline, and household. Peering past
the differences of four thousand years, we
can see five themes from this story that help
us think about marriage today.

1. Marriage affects the extended family.

Abraham sent his servant on a,long
journey to find a wife for his son Isaac. He
understood that it was important for his son
to marry a woman who shared his beliefs so
that they would carry on the covenant with
God. Marriage brings families together—
sometimes from greatly divergent cultures—
because two people discover a deep bond to
which they are called to say yes.

2. Marriage affects the entire community.

In the biblical story, both Isaac and
Rebekah are from wealthy families, and
so their marriage is in some ways like a
royal wedding today, impacting all those
who are part of the clan. Even for ordinary
couples, marriage will have an impact on
the way they relate to a wider community.
Decisions about where to live, where and
when to work, how to spend free time
and money, where to send children to
school, and so on, grow out of married life.
Marriage has a ripple effect throughout a
church, a neighborhood, and even a nation.

3. Marriage is something God does.

Most prominent in the storyis the idea
that God has a hand in leading Abraham’s
servant to Rebekah, and in helping Laban
see that “this thing comes from the Lord.”
Our Catholic tradition carries forward this
ancient insight, believing that marriage is
created by God as a particular way of build-
ing a kingdom of love and justice.

4. Marriage is a vocation.

We use the term vocation (or “call-
ing”) as a way of talking about our response
to what God is doing through us. Laban’s
words reveal that he recognizes that God is
the author of the story and that we are all
actors in it. We reach our joy and freedom
by saying yes to the calling of God moving
in our lives.

S. Marriage is a solace, a comfort.

The closing lines of the story point to
how we understand the meaning of voca-
tion: it is God’s way of moving us toward
love. Isaac, grieved by his mother’s death,
finds solace in Rebekah. And while the
story—like much ancient literature of the
Middle East—focuses more on the male
characters, we can imagine that Rebekah’s
willingness to meet Isaac meant that she
too found great consolation. We call that

consolation grace—God’s free gift of love'

that enables wives and husbands to love
each other through all the comforts and
challenges of life.
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B4 May the Lord of heaven prosper you both.
Tobit 7:6-14 May he grant you mercy and peace.
(801-4)

A reading from the Book of Tobit

Raphael and Tobiah entered the house of Raguel and greeted him.
Raguel sprang up and kissed Tobiah, shedding tears of joy.
But when he heard that Tobit had lost his eyesight,
he was grieved and wept aloud.
He said to Tobiah:
“My child, God bless you!
You are the son of a noble and good father.
But what a terrible misfortune
that such a righteous and charitable man
should be afflicted with blindness!”
He continued to weep in the arms of his kinsman Tobiah.
His wife Edna also wept for Tobit;
and even their daughter Sarah began to weep.

Afterward, Raguel slaughtered a ram from the flock
and gave them a cordial reception.
When they had bathed and reclined to eat,
Tobiah said to Raphael, “Brother Azariah,
ask Raguel to let me marry my kinswoman Sarah.”
Raguel overheard the words; so he said to the boy:
“Eat and drink and be merry tonight,
for no man is more entitled to marry my daughter Sarah
than you, brother.
Besides, not even I have the right to give her to anyone but you,
because you are my closest relative.
But I will explain the situation to you very frankly.
I have given her in marriage to seven men,
all of whom were kinsmen of ours,
and all died on the very night they approached her.
But now, son, eat and drink.
I .am sure the Lord will look after you both.”
Tobiah answered, “I will eat or drink nothing
until you set aside what belongs to me.”

Raguel said to him: “I will do it.
She is yours according to the decree of the Book of Moses.
Your marriage to her has been decided in heaven!
Take your kinswoman;
from now on you are her love,
and she is your beloved.
She is yours today and ever after.
And tonight, son, may the Lord of heaven prosper you both.
May he grant you mercy and peace.”
Then Raguel called his daughter Sarah, and she came to him.
He took her by the hand and gave her to Tobiah with the words:
“Take her according to the law. '
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According to the decree written in the Book of Moses she is your wife.
Take her and bring her back safely to your father.
And may the God of heaven grant both of you peace and prosperity.”
He then called her mother and told her to bring a scroll,

so that he might draw up a marriage contract

stating that he gave Sarah to Tobiah as his wife

according to the decree of the Mosaic law.

Her mother brought the scroll,
and he drew up the contract,

to which they affixed their seals.

Afterward they began to eat and drink.

The word of the Lord.

The Word Brought Home

Applying an ancient text to our cur-
rent situation is often difficult, but this read-
ing offers several valuable lessons for young
couples today.

First, notice the importance of family
in this scene. Both of Sarah’s parents are in-
volved in some fashion. Her father Raguel
formally hands her in marriage to Tobiah
and blesses the young couple and her moth-
er Edna helps prepare materials for the mar-
riage contract.

Today, many couples embark on their
new life together by themselves, as if their
prior relationships must now take a back
seat. But Tobiah and Sarah show us that
this new relationship does not mean we
discard old ones. Rather, married life has a
communal dimension. Love is meant to be
shared, and a healthy marriage is one where
the love of two people radiates outward,
spreading love to others and receiving love

back in return.

Although strange to our world view,
Tobiah's desire to marry his blood relative
would have been commonplace in ancient
Israel. Marrying someone of the same fam-
ily or clan helped to ensure that people re-
mained committed to the Lord and to the
religious precepts of Judaism. In our modern
religiously pluralistic society, this concern is
not as prevalent. Catholics who marry non-
Catholics can still display a robust faith.

Regardless of creed, we should keep in
mind that each of us is ultimately seeking
union with God. A successful marriage, like
all relationships, is one where we help each
other come closer to that goal. This is a great
challenge for us, for we are called to inspire
our beloved spouse and to embody God’s
love for him or her. It is comforting to know
that this person whom we hold dear is doing
the same for us.
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BS Allow us to live together to a happy old age.
Tobit 8:4b-8
(801-5)

A reading from the Book of Tobit

On their wedding night Tobiah arose from bed and said to his wife,
“Sister, get up. Let us pray and beg our Lord
to have mercy on us and to grant us deliverance.”

Sarah got up, and they started to pray
and beg that deliverance might be theirs.

They began with these words:

“Blessed are you, O God of our fathers;
praised be your name forever and ever.
Let the heavens and all your creation
praise you forever.
You made Adam and you gave him his wife Eve
to be his help and support;
and from these two the human race descended.
You said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone;
let us make him a partner like himself.
Now, Lord, you know that I take this wife of mine
not because of lust,
but for a noble purpose.
Call down your mercy on me and on her,
and allow us to live together to a happy old age.”

They said together, “Amen, amen.”

The word of the Lord.
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The Word Brought Home

The first thing that the newlyweds do
in this reading from the book of Tobit is
pray. This may seem odd, but in fact you will
marry within a liturgical celebration of the
Church—filled with prayer and blessing,

In the biblical story, Tobiah and Sarah
have just married and her parents have es-
corted them to the bridal chamber to spend
their first night together. Before retiring for
the evening, Tobiah asks his wife to pray
with him, and then together they ask the
Lord to bless their union. Tobiah and Sarah
provide a great example for all newly mar-
ried couples looking to start their marriage
off on the right foot. A good marriage is one
where the spouses invite God to play an ac-
tive role in their lives and to nourish and
sustain them for years to come.

Of course, making time for prayer is
not always easy. This is true when you are
single, and it is even truer when you add
another person’s schedule, daily concerns,
and your mutual need to be together into
the mix. Once children enter the picture,
your lives can be easily caught up with play
dates, soccer practices, piano lessons, and
the like. Suddenly your busyness has left
little room for prayer. Wise spouses will
try to imitate Tobiah and Sarah and pray
together, thanking God for his bounti-
ful goodness and asking for his continued
blessings. In a successful marriage, commu-
nication is a top priority, not only with your
spouse but also with your heavenly Father,
from whom all good things come.

Although they’ve only been married
for a few hours, Tobiah and Sarah are al-
ready thinking like a couple. They pray that
deliverance be theirs, that God show mercy
on both of them, and that they be allowed
to live together to a happy old age. Tobiah
likens himself and his wife to Adam and
Eve whom God created to be true partners
for each other. The Hebrew word for part-
ner is neged, which means a relationship of
equality, harmony, and cooperation. The
transition to this new reality can be hard for
anyone to make, especially since modern
society values individualism so very highly.
But being married does not mean that the
husband and wife totally extinguish the
self; ~ather, you now enter into a new reality
that transcends your individual identity. As
spouses you are joined in an unbreakable
bond and live in a new kind of partnership.
You no longer pursue two distinct paths
conjointly but walk the same path together.
And all the intimacies and details of daily
life belong not to you alone but are shared.

The prayer of Sarah and Tobiah dem-
onstrates a healthy understanding of what
it means to walk the same path together. In
good times and in bad, may you remember
their example and together take your grati-
tude and need before our faithful God.
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B6 She who fears the LORD is to be praised.
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
(801-6)

A reading from the Book of Proverbs

When one finds a worthy wife,
her value is far beyond pearls.
Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,
has an unfailing prize.
She brings him good, and not evil,
all the days of her life.
She obtains wool and flax
and makes cloth with skillful hands.
She puts her hands to the distaff,
and her fingers ply the spindle.
She reaches out her hands to the poor,
and extends her arms to the needy.
Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;
the woman who fears the Lorp is to be praised.
Give her a reward of her labors,
and let her works praise her at the city gates.

The word of the Lord.
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The Word Brought Home

The book of Proverbs, written about
six centuries before the birth of Jesus, cap-
tures the lived wisdom of the people of
Israel and their neighbors. It offers practical
advice and warnings about how to handle
the ups and downs of life, how to raise chil-
dren, how to conduct business, and how to
run a fruitful household. The book closes
with the passage we find here, on the rich
blessing of a “worthy wife” or a wife of great
worth.

The passage presents a fascinat-
ing glimpse into the life of a woman in a
wealthy household in ancient Israel: she is
engaged in the many tasks involved in man-
aging her own family’s life, but she is also
involved in the marketplace and in selling
things outside her home. Moreover, she
is involved in charitable activity, reaching
out to those in need. This woman is clearly
creative, hardworking, and engaged in the
larger community. She sounds not unlike
many of the women and men that we en-
counter every day.

Work is a central feature in every fam-
ily’s life. Catholic social teaching highlights
that the creation of a healthy, happy home
is naturally a priority of married couples
but that, in the end, families are not solely
about themselves and their own flourishing.
Families are called, through their work in
the marketplace and their charitable activi-
ties, to also serve the greater good. They are
called to be agents of transformation in the
world.

One of the biggest challenges any con-
temporary family faces is finding the right
balance among work in the home, work
outside of the home, and church or civic

engagement. Different couples handle this
challenge in various ways. Not long ago, it
was common for women to take respon-
sibility for work in the home, men to take
responsibility for work outside the home,
and one or both to engage in some sort of
larger civic engagement. There is nothing
sacrosanct, however, about this arrange-
ment. Other cultures and other periods of
time have worked out alternative arrange-
ments very successfully.

Who will be responsible for which
household tasks in your new home? Do
you each plan on having an outside job
or maintaining a career? Will one person’s
job take priority over the other’s? How
will your household contribute to the
bettering of the larger community? How
do you hope to manage parenting roles
and responsibilities? No couple has ev-
ery question resolved as they begin their
marriage, and truly they cannot. Things
change, shifting your hopes and dreams
and all your careful planning. Even so, re-
spectfully honoring the dignity of work—
both the tasks of household management
and your outside jobs—and valuing the
contributions both of you make will help
you find deep reward in your labors.
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B7 Stern as death is love.
Song of Songs 2:8-10, 14, 16a; 8:6-7a
(801-7)

A reading from the Song of Songs

Hark! my lover—here he comes
springing across the mountains,
leaping across the hills.
My lover is like a gazelle
or a young stag.
Here he stands behind our wall,
gazing through the windows,
peering through the lattices.
My lover speaks; he says to me,
“Arise, my beloved, my dove, my beautiful one, and come!

“O my dove in the clefts of the rock,
in the secret recesses of the cliff,
Let me see you,
let me hear your voice,
For your voice is sweet,
and you are lovely.”

My lover belongs to me and | to him.
He says to me:

“Set me as a seal on your heart,
as a seal on your arm;
For stern as death is love,
relentless as the nether-world is devotion;
its flames are a blazing fire.
Deep waters cannot quench love,
nor floods sweep it away.”

The word of the Lord.
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The Word Brought Home

The Song of Songs (or Canticle of
Canticles, or Song of Solomon) is a beau-
tiful love poem attributed to Solomon, the
king of Israel in the tenth century BCE. It
was probably actually written a few centu-
ries later. Its highly erotic language made
some early commentators wonder whether
it really belonged in the Bible at all, espe-
cially since there is no mention of God and
its imagery is rather explicitly sexual. In
light of these facts, it is particularly interest-
ing to consider how Rabbi Akiba, who was
writing just a few decades after the time of
Jesus, thought about this poem. He saw it
as absolutely central to the meaning of the
whole of scripture, because it is the story of
hearts on fire for love.

In the Jewish tradition, the Song of
Songs is read during the season of Passover,
the season that recollects the story of God
leading Israel out of Egypt toward the
Promised Land. Passover recalls the hard-
ships of the Jewish people as they wandered
homeless in the desert. It seems perhaps an
odd time to introduce the theme of erotic
love. But the rabbis, in their wisdom, under-
stood that it was this kind of powerful love
that led God to reach out to Israel: the story
of love is the inner story that celebrates the
outer story of the Exodus from Egypt. God
so loved the nation of Israel that he was will-
ing to rescue it and bring it home, even when
its love for God faltered.

It is interesting for Christians to con-
sider, in light of this rabbinic reading, how

Jesus’ suffering and death—the Passion—
took place during the Passover celebra-
tion. The word passion comes from a Latin
verb that means “to suffer,” and this idea
makes sense when we think about what
love entails. Passionate love is a single-
minded devotion to the object of one’s
desire, to the extent that one is willing to
take on any hardship for the sake of that
Jove. Think about Romeo and Juliet, or
Tristan and Isolde—classic stories of lov-
ers sacrificing everything out of love.

Early in many relationships, the ex-
perience of passionate love is surprising,
enthralling, and overwhelming. It can be
confusing, then, when ordinary life circum-
stances make it hard to sustain that feeling,
Jobs, financial issues, concerns about family
or home—all these things take our energy
and time away from the all-encompassing
feeling of passion.

The author of the First Letter of
John tells us that God is love (4:8). Saint
Augustine suggests we seek first not a feel-
ing we associate with love but rather to
know God and find our love in knowing
him. A spouse is, in the Catholic under-
standing of marriage, the sacrament or sa-
cred sign of God’s love for us. Over time
the passion, the feelings, will arise in ever-
deepening ways from that love.
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B8 Like the sun rising in the LORD’s heavens,
Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16 the beauty of a virtuous wife is the
(801-8) radiance of her home.

A reading from the Book of Sirach

Blessed the husband of a good wife,
twice-lengthened are his days;
A worthy wife brings joy to her husband,
peaceful and full is his life.
A good wife is a generous gift
bestowed upon him who fears the Lorp;
Be he rich or poor, his heart is content,
and a smile is ever on his face.

A gracious wife delights her husband,
her thoughtfulness puts flesh on his bones;
A gift from the Lorp is her governed speech,
and her firm virtue is of surpassing worth.
Choicest of blessings is a modest wife,
priceless her chaste soul.
A holy and decent woman adds grace upon grace;
indeed, no price is worthy of her temperate soul.
Like the sun rising in the Lorp’s heavens,
the beauty of a virtuous wife is the radiance of her home.

The word of the Lord.
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The Word Brought Home

How can we know we have found the
right one? In other times and places people
married for more practical reasons, but
today most of us want to marry our “soul-
mate.” The writer of the book of Sirach was
a second-century BCE Jewish teacher who
counseled his male students to value char-
acter over all else when choosing a wife. If
he were teaching today, he might add warn-
ings about the fleeting nature of romance,
and he would likely talk about character as
something that is important to seek in both
husbands and wives.

But what is good character? Between
the verses shown in this reading, there are
verses where the author of the book of
Sirach describes the vices of a really bad
wife: she is envious, angry, prone to drunk-
enness, lustful, headstrong, and impulsive.
In contrast, this excerpt shows that a virtu-
ous wife is humble, slow to anger, faithful,
disciplined enough to run an orderly home,
and full of grace.

But is a spouse with good character
enough to sustain a marriage? One contem-
porary theologian likes to scandalize his
students by saying, “You always marry the
wrong person.” He does not mean to dis-
courage them from getting to know some-
one well before proposing marriage, but we
cannot know everything about someone.
People change over time. Economic, cul-
tural, and religious realities change, too. We

simply cannot anticipate serious illness, job
loss, infertility, or other struggles that we or
our children might face. At times, a spouse
may seem to be “the wrong person™—one
whose interests, ideas, or temperament do
not match up with ours. Yet, if we have cho-
sen well, his or her good character will be
a source of grace in the good times when
we feel blessed and in bad times when we
have to stretch to be the person our mate
deserves.

Two people of strong character come
together in Christian marriage not sim-
ply to pursue a romance but also to build
a life. Together, they create a home and a
rhythm of living centered around persons
rather than material things. Together, they
decide how to prioritize commitments to
marriage, work, children, elders, the neigh-
borhood, schools, and the community.
Together, they make their home a place of
peace, joy, and welcome.

Sirach’s vision is not quite as romantic
as soulmates who fall in love at first sight
and know they will always be together in
blissful tranquility. But if we choose people
of good character to marry, perhaps, like
the husband in this passage, we will be
grateful to have by our side a really good
person, a partner whose faithful presence is
as beautiful as “the sun rising in the LORD’s
heavens.”
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B9 I will make a new covenant with
Jeremiah 31:31-32a, 33-34a the house of Israel and the house
(801-9) of Judah.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah

The days are coming, says the Lorb,
when [ will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and the house of Judah.

It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers:
the day I took them by the hand
to lead them forth from the land of Egypt.

But this is the covenant which I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lorp.

I will place my law within them, and write it upon their hearts;
[ will be their God, and they shall be my people.

No longer will they have need to teach their friends and relatives
how to know the Lorp.

All, from least to greatest, shall know me, says the Lorp.

The word of the Lord.
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The Word Brought Home

Many of the agreements people make
are conditional transactions: I'll do this if
you do that. In this system, rules are central.
Following them ensures harmony. It is the
way society functions and does business.
But it is not the best way to treat the prom-
ises we make in marriage.

The prophet Jeremiah reminded the
people of Israel that being in a relationship
with God was more than just about fol-
lowing rules. It was about remembering to
whom one belonged. In the old covenant,
God gave rules in the Ten Commandments
and in the Law of Moses. But time and time
again, the people broke them and turned
to other gods. Yet, as many times as the
Israelites were unfaithful, God always called
them back. His desire for his people was so
great that God made a new promise, one
based not on rules but on love. In this new
covenant, God promised to be with them,
no matter what. God would never forget his
own, and in response to this unconditional
love, God’s people would remember that
they belonged to God.

This new covenant, then, would need
only one rule—one that would not need
to be taught because God’s people would
change from the inside out. The new cov-
enant would be written on their hearts so
they could not forget it.

No matter how much you love each
other, there will come times in your rela-
tionship when you will fall short. It is sim-
ply the reality of being human. There will

be little mistakes now and then. There may
be big ones, too. Making a promise or a cov-
enant cannot prevent this. But it does give
you hope.

If you can remember that you belong
to each other and to God, there will always
be hope for healing. If you can remember
the things that first drew you to each other,
there can be hope for a new beginning. If
you can remember that your life together
means that you are no longer alone, that
you belong to another in love, then you can
work through whatever challenges you will
face together. You need not rely on a list of
rules. Instead, you can rely on your love for
each other and on God’s love for you.

As you prepare to make your prom-
ises to each other, let your hearts be open
so that God can write his law upon them.
Savor the memories you have created with
each other, and write those on your hearts
each day.

Just as God has made a covenant with
you, so too does the Church. You belong to
us, and we belong to you. We will not al-
ways be perfect, but we will always strive to
remember the promise we make to you on
your wedding day—to love you no matter
what and to help you remember that God
does the same.
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C1 The goodness of the Lord.

Psalm 33:12 and 18,20-21,22
(803-1)
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
Blessed the nation whose God is the Loro,
the people he has chosen for his own inheritance.
But see, the eyes of the Loro are upon those who fear him,
upon those who hope for his kindness.
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
Our soul waits for the Lorp,
who is our help and our shield,
For in him our hearts rejoice;
in his holy name we trust.
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
May your kindness, O Lorp, be upon us
who have put our hope in you.
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

C2 Bless the Lord.
Psalm 34:2-3,4-5,6-7,8-9
(803—2)

I will bless the Lord at all times.

or: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the Lord at all times.
or: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
I will bless the Lorp at all times;
his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
Let my soul glory in the Lorp;
the lowly will hear me and be glad.
I will bless the Lord at all times.
or: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
Glorify the Loro with me,
let us together extol his name.
I sought the Lorp, and he answered me
and delivered me from all my fears.
I will bless the Lord at all times.
or: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
and your faces may not blush with shame.
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When the poor one called out, the Loro heard,
and from all his distress he saved him.
I will bless the Lord at all times.
or: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
The angel of the Lorp encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers them.
Taste and see how good the Loro is;
blessed the man who takes refuge in him.
I will bless the Lord at all times.
or: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

C3 The Lord is kind and merciful.

Psalm 103:1-2,8and 13,17-18a
(803-3)
The Lord is kind and merciful.
or: The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to those who fear him.

The Lord is kind and merciful.
or: The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to those who fear him.
Bless the Lorp, O my soul;
and all my being, bless his holy name.
Bless the Loro, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.
The Lord is kind and merciful.
or: The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to those who fear him.
Merciful and gracious is the Loro,
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
As a father has compassion on his children,
so the Lorp has compassion on those who fear him.
The Lord is kind and merciful.
or: The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to those who fear him.
But the kindness of the Loro is from eternity
to eternity toward those who fear him,
And his justice towards children’s children
among those who keep his covenant.
The Lord is kind and merciful.
or: The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to those who fear him.
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C4 Blessed is the man.
Psalm 112:1bc-2,3-4, 5-7a,7b~8,9
(803-4)

Blessed the man who greatly delights in the Lord’s commands.

or: Alleluia!

Blessed the man who greatly delights in the Lord’s commands.
or: Alleluia. ‘
Blessed the man who fears the Lorp,
who greatly delights in his commands.
His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
the upright generation shall be blessed.
Blessed the man who greatly delights in the Lord’s commands.
or: Alleluia.
Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
his generosity shall endure forever.
Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
he is gracious and merciful and just.
Blessed the man who greatly delights in the Lord’s commands.
or: Alleluia.
Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
who conducts his affairs with justice;
He shall never be moved,;
the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.
An evil report he shall not fear.
Blessed the man who greatly delights in the Lord’s commands.
or: Alleluia.
His heart is firm, trusting in the Loro.
His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear
till he looks down upon his foes.
Blessed the man who greatly delights in the Lord’s commands.
or: Alleluia.
Lavishly he gives to the poor;
his generosity shall endure forever;
his horn shall be exalted in glory.
Blessed the man who greatly delights in the Lord’s commands.
or: Alleluia.
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Cs Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Psalm 128:1-2,3,4-5
(803-5)

Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

or: See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.

Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
or: See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.
Blessed are you who fear the Loro,
who walk in his ways!
For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
blessed shall you be, and favored.
Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
or: See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
in the recesses of your home;
Your children like olive plants
around your table.
Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
or: See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.
Behold, thus is the man blessed
who fears the Lorp.
The Lorp bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.
Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
or: See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.

Cé6 The Lord is compassionate.

Psalm 145:8-9,10and 15, 17-18
(803-6)
The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.
The Lorp is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and of great kindness.
The Lorp is good to all
and compassionate toward all his works.
The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.
Let all your works give you thanks, O Loro,
and let your faithful ones bless you.
The eyes of all look hopefully to you
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and you give them their food in due season.

The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.
The Lorp is just in all his ways
and holy in all his works.
The Loro is near to all who call upon him,
to all who call upon him in truth.
The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

C7
Psalm 148:1-2,3-4,9-10, 11-13a, 13c-14a
(803-7)
Let all praise the name of the Lord.
or: Alleluia.

Let all praise the name of the Lord.
or: Alleluia.
Alleluia.
Praise the Lorp from the heavens,
praise him in the heights;
Praise him, all you his angels,
praise him, all you his hosts.
Let all praise the name of the Lord.
or: Alleluia.
Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
Let all praise the name of the Lord.
or: Alleluia.
You mountains and all you hills,
you fruit trees and all you cedars;
You wild beasts and all tame animals,
you creeping things and winged fowl.
Let all praise the name of the Lord.
or: Alleluia.
Let the kings of the earth and all peoples,
the princes and all the judges of the earth,
Young men too, and maidens,
old men and boys,
Praise the name of the Lorp,
for his name alone is exalted.

Praise the Lord.
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Let all praise the name of the Lord.
or: Alleluia.
His majesty is above earth and heaven,
and he has lifted his horn above the people.
Let all praise the name of the Lord.
or: Alleluia.
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D1 What will separate us from the love of Christ?
Romans 8:31b-35,37-39
(302-1)

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:
If God is for us, who can be against us?
He did not spare his own Son
but handed him over for us all,
will he not also give us everything else along with him?
Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones?
It is God who acquits us.
Who will condemn?
It is Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised,
who also is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us.
What will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?

No, in all these things, we conquer overwhelmingly
through him who loved us.

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities,
nor present things, nor future things,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
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The Word Brought Home

A priest walked outside one Sunday
during Mass and came upon a couple
outside the building’s main entrance. The
young man was standing with a two-year-
old son in his arms. The young woman was
sitting on the steps, head bent over and face
in her hands. The heat and crowd com-
bined with morning sickness had made her
feel faint and dizzy. The compassion of this
husband and the distress of his wife more
accurately mirror the real world of mar-
riage than any dreamy, trouble-free portrait
sketched by romanticists.

Weddings are and should be occasions
filled with joy and laughter, bright promise,
faith and hope, profound affection, and a
fair amount of sobering realism. The union
to which you consent with your marriage
vows holds many yet-to-be-discovered ups
and downs, joys and struggles. And yet,
here you are saying yes to that vast mysteri-
ous life that is Christian marriage. Your fu-
ture stretches before you in exciting images
of hope, and with probably at least some
trepidation. Just what that future holds you
will discover together, side by side, keeping
each other company through it all.

This reading from the Letter of Saint
Paul to the Romans reminds us that, come
what may, Christ Jesus will be with us as
well. This was true for the early Christians
who suffered persecution and martyrdom
because of their beliefs, and it is just as true
for the two of you and for all of us today.
Life will bring you pain and sorrow, but

these cannot tear you away from God. As
long as your love for Christ remains strong,
you can cling to him and to each other
through even your darkest times.

Real love, as Saint Paul reminds us, is
stronger than death. The husband and wife
who truly love each other need fear neither
death nor life, neither anything that exists
nor anything still to come. Their death-
defeating, Cross-conquering mutual love
will merely grow through afflictions.

A crucifix in your new home can be a
constant reminder of these truths. It tells of
Jesus’ suffering, his victory, and his love for
us. It speaks of the share every couple must
have in the Lord’s death and resurrection.
It reminds us that, with love for Christ and
for each other, nothing can come between

us.
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D2

Romans 12:1-2,9-18 or 12:1-2,9-13

Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,

(802-2)

Are

The

ading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,

to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,

holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.
Do not conform yourselves to this age

but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,

that you may discern what is the will of God,

what is good and pleasing and perfect.

Let love be sincere;
hate what is evil,
hold on to what is good;
love one another with mutual affection;
anticipate one another in showing honor.
Do not grow slack in zeal,
be fervent in spirit,
serve the Lord.
Rejoice in hope,
endure in affliction,
persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the holy ones,
exercise hospitality.

(Longer version: 14~18)
Bless those who persecute you,
bless and do not curse them.
Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep.
Have the same regard for one another;
do not be haughty but associate with the lowly;
do not be wise in your own estimation.
Do not repay anyone evil for evil;
be concerned for what is noble in the sight of all.
If possible, on your part, live at peace with all.

word of the Lord.

holy and pleasing to God.
























































































































































































































